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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Belonging to the Yugoslav-American 
Cultural Organization is akin to being 
a member of a large family. We are all 
united or related by a common bond ; 
that bond being an interest in the Yu¬ 
goslav culture and its fine and ancient 
traditions. Whether or not you are 
Yugoslav by birth, if you become a mem¬ 
ber of YACO, it is because you share a 
great appreciation for the beauty of 
the Yugoslav people and their country 
filled with its folklore, customs, 
literature, poetry, music, dancing, 

work and history. There is so much 
appreciate and to love about the cul¬ 
ture. 

We should all feel close to one 
another in that we are joined to make 
this organization a true success. 

Repeatedly we have stressed the fact 
that our richest living source of history 
is unquestionably our Yugoslav senior 
citizens. Their lifetimes hold a vast 
stor' age of knowledge and experience that 
would be most fruitful in the bearing of 
history, traditions of kind and family, 
stories that have been passed from gen¬ 
eration to generation. These people are 
our most valuable resource and we are 
obligated to treat and respect them as 
such. 

If we are observed by our children, 
paying respect to our senior members, 
they' will follow suit when our time 
comes to be the senior generation. Such 
is the making of traditions. 

We must keep the culture of our 
ancestors alive and thriving so that it 
11 go on living from generation to 
deration. Nothing would be sadder or 
re wasteful than centuries of living 
and dying to be forgotten and thought 
useless. Remember, we can’t change 
yesterday but we can learn from it to 


LIST OF OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT : Patricia L. (Gospodnetich) 
Solano - 724-1731 or 
722-4357 

VICE-PRESIDENT: John (Ivo) Basor 

(724-2169) 

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Bob Hubal 

(724-4430) 

COMMUNICATING SECRETARY : 

Nevenka Novcich - (724-7647) 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Pat Gulermovich 

(758-6252) 

TREASURER : Ron Hill, c/o P. O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95076 


&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

cont'd President's Message 

live today and to build and shape 
tomorrow. 

Again, not one person nor two 
nor three can make the success of 
this organization a reality. It will 
take ali of the members to share in 
the success of our goals, working to¬ 
gether to support this fellowship in 
keeping alive and enriching our know¬ 
ledge and history of traditions and 
sharing them with others until we 
might come to a nearly full circle 
in reaching as many people as possible 
to keep the culture and its treasures 
alive for ages to come. 


%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
REMEMBER YACO MEETING 2nd SUNDAY 


The next business meeting of YACO 
will again be held at the Chamber of 
Commerce (still the stairs), 444 Main 
St., Watsonville (parking in the rear 
at the Alexander St. entrance). 

Slides of Dorean and bruoc Arthur’s trip to Yurro 
slavia will to shown followed by refroh.r..er.ts, 
5r : r{? a frior.dl 























GARAGE SALE 


YUGOSLAV HARD HEADS! 


Our garage sale on August 26 and 2f 
was only a partial success. Our news¬ 
paper ad somehow didn 1 t^et in the Want 
Ads as we hoped and very few people knew 
of it. However, we did such a respect¬ 
able amount of business from the "drive- 
bys" that we have decided to have another 
sale in November. Hold on to your "junk 
and discards." It's truly amazing what 
people will buy. If you would like 
to participate in the next sale or to 
even chair it, contact Pat Solano at 
724-1731 or 722-4357. Your help will 
be much appreciated. A report of the 
financial results of this sale will be 
discussed at the September meeting. 

####################################### 

OCTOBER POTLUCK 

Because of our successes with pot- 
lucks, the Executive Board has decided 
that we will have a potluck every other 
month. The tentative theme of October's 
potluck is "Berba Gro^dj®." (grape festi¬ 
val) . If you would like to help or have 
any ideas to contribute, please contact 
Pat Solano at 724-1731 or 722-4357. We 
really need someone to help coordinate 
this event and think it could really be 
an interesting and exciting event. You 
can rest assured that if you volunteer 
to coordinate any event, there will al¬ 
ways be plenty of help to assist you. 

The Executive Board has also de¬ 
cided to do away with the auctions at 
our potlucks. We will from time to time 
try new things and will according, to 
your acceptance of them, keep or do away 
with them. In the place of the auction, 
we will have drawings only. If you have 
something to donate for the drawings, 
please contact one of the officers listed 
on the front page. It would be very nice 
to offer a free dinner for two or a small 
appliance or a gift certificate to one of 
our local department stores or even a 
grocery gift certificate etc. Help us 
to make this 1 an exciting item in the 
future. The most popular items that we 
have had so far have been wine or Sliv- 
ovic. 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


(The following story was carried 
in several newspapers sometime agoi^^ 
NOVI BEOGRAD, Yugoslavia, (UPI) - 
Veljic^ Savid\ 31, and Said Arnautovic, 
34, kicked everyone out of the Raketa 
bar to make room for a fight. Then, 
witnesses said, they went at each 
other, using only their heads. "We 
wanted to see whose head was harder," 
Savic told a city judge. Both men 
got 10 days in jail. 


§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 
SONG AND DANCE ROUTINE 

YACO member, Naida Nicholas, is 
the new chairman of the Choral and 
Dance Committee. She is now busy 
looking for volunteers for either 
singing or dancing (Yugoslav style). 
Naida has an excellent Balkan dance 
instructor lined up to teach the many 
dances of the Balkan culture. The 
volunteers that she has for the choral 
group so far, can best be described 
(cont'd on followina nane .) 
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(cont'd from previous page) 


as a mixed group (no, I didn't say a 
rru*|d up group) just that the group is 

up of men, women and some teenagers. 
Naida's special interest is in starting 
a children's group of dancers and singers. 
If you would like to join the group for 
singing or dancing, or if you know of 
someone who might be interested in show¬ 
ing off some of their talents, please 
contact Naida at 724-9211. 

YACO would like to extend a big 
thank you to Naida for coming forward 
and volunteering to start these two 
groups. We promised her all the help 
she might need so if any one would like 
to become involved (do you sing, dance, 
play piano, read music etc.?) please 
give Naida a call so that we can plan 
a program in the near future for all to 
enjoy. With Naida's enthusiasm, it's 
sure to be a success! 



CHRISTMAS PARTY 


YACO will have a Christmas potluck 
and party in lieu of the December 
meeting. The potluck and party 
will be held on December 9, 1979. 
Babe (Brautovich) Hill is chairman 
of this event. She has asked for 
donations of your old Christmas 
decorations to use for the deco¬ 
rating of the hall. If you have 
something to contribute, please 
drop Babe a note to P. 0. Box 226, 
Watsonville, CA 95076. The place 
for the party will be discussed at 
a later time as we are still working 
on this phase of the program. Get 
in the spirit and if you would like 
to assist Babe in setting up the 
program and decorations for this, 
please don't be shy. No YACO is 
known to be shy or reserved (So it 
has been said). You can also bring 
any decorations to the meeting on 
September 9th where Babe will be 
prepared to collect them then. 
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OUR YUGOSLAV TRIP 
PART II 

by Lillian (Jercich) 
Nielsen 

The island of Hvar is 42 miles 
long and has a population of approx¬ 
imately 15,000 inhabitants. We 
took a ferry from Drvenik*and landed 
on the very tip of Hvar. The drive 
to the village of Vrbanj took about 
1-1/2 hours. We were amazed to see 
acres and acres of rocks piled up 
very neatly along the countryside. 
Apparently, it has been this way 
for centuries. The road was good, 
but very narrow and everyone was 
passing us as if we were standing 
still. The Yugoslav drivers are 
not rated as the best in the world, 
and we could see why. Our arrival 
at Vrbanj was very exciting. My 
Teta Slavka and my cousins greeted 
(cont'd on following page) 
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(cont'd from previous page) 
us very warmly and so began five days 
of continual talking, getting to know 
each other, learning about each other's 
way of life and reminiscing about rela¬ 
tives and mutual friends. My cousin, 
Anton, is a forest ranger in Hvar. For 
the last seven years he has been adding 
on to their present home and just 
finished completing the new addition 
before we arrived. In fact, we were the 
first to sleep in the new house. Some 
of our activities on Hvar included visi¬ 
ting museums, old churches, fortresses, 
disco dancing in their modern hotels 
(to American music) and enjoying most of 
all, swimming in the beautiful blue 
Adriatic. There is no wave action and 
you can see rock formations 30 to 50 
feet beneath the water. The standard 
of living on Hvar is very good, as 
the soil is very rich and fertile, 
thereby producing beautiful grapes and 
vegetables. It is not uncommon for a 
typical family on Hvar to own two 
cars and various power tools and garden 
utensils similar to what we have in this 
country. Nearly every family has one 
goat, from which is derived many dif¬ 
ferent dairy products and they all grow 
their own vegetables. One of our 
more memorable days was a visit to my 
cousin Vinka's "vikender", a second 
home by the sea. The air is so clean 
and you can see for miles across the 
sea. Whenever anyone asked my im¬ 
pression of Hvar, all I could truly 
reply was that they probably don't 
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JOANN NIELSEN ON HVAR 


I liked Hvar a lot. The rich 
red soil and the crystal clear Adriatic 
were unblievable! We went swimming 
almost every day because the weather was 
nice and the water was warm and inviting. 
If you couldn't swim, this would be the 
place to go because the water has so much 
salt in it, you couldn'g possibly drown 


realize that they are living in heaven.^ ou trie d- 

J 3 We went to see 
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MEMBERSHIP by Pat Solano 


a lot of old and 
beautiful churches that held a lot of 
history. Our cousin's house was very 
nice and modern just like you could 
buy here. They had tile and waxed hard¬ 
wood floors and even a tub and sink with 
running water. They have electricity 
too but with our appliances we had to 

The food was fantastic! 


We are really growing but as with 
all clubs or groups, we constantly 

need the present members telling their use an adapter, 
friends about YACO and its great plans They served six course meals and every 
for future programs, and bringing in new dish was delicious! They made soup 
members. If you have a friend or and rizoto, barbecued sardines, lamb, 

relative who would like to join some- hot dogs, and macaraoni. They also made 
thing new, tell them about YACO and incomparable desserts and pastries. I 
then invite them to the next meeting had never eaten better food in my lij^ 
or social function. We enjoy meeting If I ever go back to Yugoslavia, I 
new faces as well as sharing the com- would definitely visit Hvar and my 

relatives again. 

£%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%*%*%%% 


pany of our present membership. 

, Remember, if you care about someone' 
share YACO with tnem. — 

[[[[[[[]]]]]]]] [[[[[[[]]] 311 ] [[[[[[[]]] 
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^ MORE OF THE FIRST YUGOSLAVS 
by Andy Gulermovich 

As I have pointed out before, the 
"First Yugsoslavs'' were one people 
when they first arrived in the Balkans. 
They shared a conunon language, culture 
and religion(pagan). The conversion of 
the Slavs to Christianity was probably 
the single most important factor in the 
early Yugoslavs developing into Serbian, 
Croatian, Bosnian, Montenegrian, and 
Macedonian peoples. The means by which 
these Slavs were converted to Christian¬ 
ity has, in all likelihood, had more of 
an influence on their subsequent his¬ 
tory than any racial distinctions or 
geographical barriers. 

In the 9th century the rivalry 
between the Byzantine Church in Con¬ 
stantinople (later it would become the 
Greek Orthodox Church) and the Roman 
Catholic Church was very intense. Con¬ 
stantinople was pushing its faith 
northward into the Balkans while Rome 
Spread its faith westward into the Bal- 
^rans. They were on a collision course 
and the point of impact was the Balkans. 


Many historians claim that the chur¬ 
ches' aims were not so much to christ¬ 
ianize the Slavs, as it was to streng¬ 
then their political clout against each 
other. Thus the Slavs of the Balkans 
became pawns in a power struggle be¬ 
tween Rome and Constantinople. 

The Croats and Slovenes came un¬ 
der Western and Catholic influence 
while the Serbs, Macedonians and 
Montenegrians came under the sway of 
Constantinople and the Orthodox church. 
The Bosnians were in a kind of "no 
man's land" and both faiths made in¬ 
roads (later, even Islam would make 
inroads amongst the Bosnians)- With¬ 
in a 100 years, virtually the entire 
Yugoslav population had been conver¬ 
ted to one faith or the other. 

A Serb became a Serb, not because 
he lived in Serbia, but because he was 
Orthodox. Likewise a Croat became a 
Croat, primarily because he was Roman 
Catholic. The same was to prove true 
for the other Yugoslav peoples to one 
degree or other. We are all familiar 
with the subsequent hostilities and 
problems that this created for our an¬ 
cestors. It should be pointed out 
that there were always those who 
wanted harmonious relationships among 
the various Yugoslav peoples. Many 
Serbs referred to Croats as Catholic 
Serbs and many Croates referred to 
Serbs as Orthodox Croats. Obviously 
these people viewed themselves as 
"brothers" following different faiths. 

It is interesting to note that 
more and more South Slavs, both in the 
New World and in the "old country", 
are today referring to themselves 
simply as Yugoslavs and not by the 
centuries old Croat, Serb, etc. 

Often times one hears the question, 

"Do you speak Yugoslavian?" as 
opposed to "Do you speak Serbo-Croa¬ 
tian?" It would appear that we are 
again becoming one people just like 
our ancestors who arrived in the 
Balkans in the 6th century. 

(Note: After the conversion of the 

Southern Slavs to Christianity, each 
of the Yugoslav peoples' histories 
would follow a different course. 

From this point down to the creation 
of Yugoslavia in 1918, a separate 
path was followed by each of the 
Yugoslav peoples. In future issues 
(cont'd on the following page) 
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issues, I will have to deal separately 
with each nationality's history. 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
by Babe (Brautovich) Hill 

CHEESE PALACHINKE 

4 eggs, separated 3/4 cup milk 

1 cup pastry flour 

2 tsp. sugar 

2 tsp. baking powder 
1/4 tsp. salt 

Filling 

1 lb. cottage cheese 

3 tsp. sugar 
1 egg 

1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Beat egg, add all remaining ingred¬ 
ients, mixing well. Set aside. 

Beat egg yolks well. Beat in flour, 
salt and baking powder. Add milk grad¬ 
ually, beating constantly. Fold in 
the stiffly beaten whites. Melt a 
little butter in a pancake skillet. 
Spoon enough batter onto the skillet 
to cover the bottom with a thin layer. 
Spread the batter by moving the pan 
from side to side. When the underside 
is golden, turn the Palacinka over 
and brown the other side. Remove from 
pan and fill with cheese filling. 

Roll up into a cylinder and place in 
a shallow baking dish in a warm oven 
until the other Palacinke are cooked. 
Continue making Palacinke until the 
batter is used up. Sprinkle with con¬ 
fectioner's sugar and if desired, 
with ground walnuts. They may also 
be covered with sweetened sour cream. 
_ ENJOY ! _ 

0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 § 0 §°§ 

ORCHIDS, ACCOLADES AND ONIONS 

by Babe (Brautovich) Hill 

Orchids and Accolades to Shirley 
Hamblin for chairing the August pot- 
luck. We don't have to tell you how 
great she was in setting everything 


G & D Salvage 

Buyers of Scrap Metal 
Suppliers of New Steel and Pipe 


Corner of 

Mark and Ellis Streets 


P.O. Box 1349 
Redding, Calif. 96001 


Bill Gulermovich 


Phone 243-7324 



up. If you were there, you had to 
had a great time! What a beautiful 
jobj Shirley! 


w 


Accolades to Bill Gospodnetich. You 
remember what a good job of auction¬ 
eering he did at our May potluck? 
Well,he went and did it again at our 
August potluck. What a Super M.C.! 


Guess who brought the Kentucky Colonel 
to the August potluck? Keep guessin'. 


Orchids to Janice Bulaich who will be 
leaving us for the great halls of 
knowledge at San Francisco State. 
Janice, YACO is very proud of you! 


You want to know where all the beau¬ 
tiful flowers come from for our pot- 
lucks? Thanks to Alex Solano and 
friends. 


Orchids and accolades to the donors of 
of your drawing and auction items. 

Andy Gulermovich, Nick Brautovich 
Ron Hill, Alex and Pat Solano, and^^ 
Draga Deretich. YACO thanks each and 

everyone of you. (cont'd next page) 
************************************** 
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Onions to Bill Gospodnetich for 
to^ig to convince everyone at our Aug- 
us^Rpotluck that there is a Gospodnetich 
who is a very famous basketball figure 
in Yugoslavia. Bill! Really! 

%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%& 

GRAMMAR CORNER by Nevenka Novcich 

Hello again. I hope you have 
memorized the alphabet from last month. 
This time we will start with some of the 
everyday expressions (Svakodnevni izrazi) 


(Grammar cont'd) 

Srecan put (S) - Bon voyage; have a 
good trip 
Da - Yes 
Ne - No 

Mozda - Perhaps, maybe 
Molim - Please 
Hvala - Thanks 

Hvala lijepo - Thank you very much 
Hvala na isti na£in - Thanks just the 
same 

Nema na £emu - Don't mention it, you 
are welcome 

Oprostite)— Excuse me, pardon me 


Zdravo - Greetings, hello, goodbye 

Dobro jutro - Good morning 

Dobar dan - Good day 

Dobar ve<5er (Cr) - Good evening 

Dobro V^ce - (S) - Good evening 

Laku noc^- Good night 

Dobra noc - Good night 

Zbogom - Goodbye (lit. with God) 


(Cr) Croatian 
(S) Serbian 

Well, so much for now. Until next month, 
keep studying. 

#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$# 

Poetry Corner - Contributed by 

Naida Nicholas 

DETE I LEPTIR 
by Jovan Jovanovich - Zmaj 

Dete 

Leptiricu, sarencicu, 

Hodi k meni amo! 

Evo imam lepu ruzu, 

Omirise samo. 

Leptir 

Ja bih do!=o, al se bojim 
Kakve igle Klete. 

Stisnuces me, probosces me. 

Pa onda zbogom svete! 

Dete 

Necfu, lepko, necu lepko, 

2ivota mi moga, 

Samo ho<^u da izbrojim 
Kol ko imaS noga. 

Leptir 

E, pa to ti mogu kazat 
I izdalje malko; 

Leptir ima Mest no?ica, 

A sad zbogom, ranko! 


Do vidjenja - So long, good bye 
Sretan put (Cr) - Bon voyage; have a good 

trip 


RENT 
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NEW LANGUAGE CLASS 


A Serbo-Croatian language class 
will be offered this Fall at the 
Watsonville Adult Evening School. The 
class is scheduled to begin on Sep¬ 
tember 11, 1979 if enough (at least 
15) students sign up. The classes will 
be held each Tuesday from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. (The day is negotiable de¬ 
pending on the wishes of the 
majority of students signing up). 

The instructor will be YACO member 
Nevenka Novcich. Nevenka says that 
"the class is suited for anyone, 
whether you are a beginner or whether 
you are advanced." You can sign up 
at the Watsonville Adult Evening 
School office at 340 Lincoln Street, 
or call the school at 728-3311. The 
fee for the course is $20.00. For 
further information contact either 
Nevenka Novcich at 724-7647 or the 
adult ed. office. 


*(*(*(*(*(*(*(*((*(*(*(*(*(*(*(*(*(*(* 

I CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 9, 1979 - Business meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

October 14, 1979.- Potluck (Berba 
GroSdja) - 4:00 p.m. 
November 11, 1979 - Business meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

December 9, 1979 - Christmas Potluck 

4:00 p.m. 

July 4, 1980 - FIRST ANNUAL YACO 4th 
OF JULY PICNIC 1:00 p.m. 


KEEP THESE DATES AVAILABLE FOR YACOI 

tsti sus ir§Ts ii smsimisiisns 11 sw s ireTsnrb'ms 

YUGOSLAV STUDENTS 


town near Ljubljana in Slovenia. 

Also from Ljubljan were Borut Risma^k 
and Boris Ursic?. From Zagreb, Croa^ra 
were Davor Pachemski and Tomislav 
Kardan. Lastly, from the island 
of Brae 7 in Dalmatia was Nikola Mar- 
tinic / (he is a relative to the Der- 
pich family). The advisor-counselor 
of the students was Mrs. Go reivi cl. 
Nardini, who is from Zagreb. 

While in the United States, 
the students were guests of various 
Watsonville families. Although the 
students were here only 30 days, 
their stay was fast paced. They 
all attended English classes weekdays 
at Cabrillo College. Somehow their 
hosts were able to see to it that 
the students also enjoyed some of 
California's tourist sites including 
Disneyland, San Francisco, Yosemite 
National Park, Sacramento, and 
Great America in Santa Clara. They 
also toured J. J. Crosetti Co., 

Driscoll Strawberries, Scurich Apples, 
and Rider Cider. Government centeres 
toured locally were Watsonville Citv 
Hall and the Superior Court system 
in Santa Cruz . 

We in YACO were extremely pleased 
that we had the opportunity to meet 
and visit with them. At our potluck, 
the students were introduced by Ann 
Soldo. After the introductions, the 
students fielded questions from the 
audience regarding some of their im¬ 
pressions of American life. It was 
interesting to note their expertise in 
English, even idioms and slang. We 
heard lots of "OK", "Sure", and "Uhuh". 

The students returned home to 
Yugoslavia on August 27, 1979. We 
hope in the future to have the op¬ 
portunity to meet more students in¬ 
volved in a similar program. 


YACO was pleased to host a group 
of Yugoslav students at a potluck on • 
August 19, 1979 at the VFW hall in 
Freedom. There were six students here 
from various parts of Yugoslavia. 
Snezna Dolinar was the only girl in 
the group. She comes from a small 


o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o*o* 


So much for now, see you at the 
meeting on September 9, 1979 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce, 
rear parking at Alexander St. 


DO VIDJENJA! 
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MEMBERSHIP AP V LI CAT K)_N 
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Wo earnestly invite you to 
pin the Yugoslav-American Cultural 
rganization (YACO). We are a non¬ 
political and non-relioious oriented 
organization as well trying only to 
bring the various members of the 
Slavic community together for their 
mutual cultural enjoyment. We arc 
very proud to have among our members 
Yugoslav-Americans whose families 
came from the Croatian, Serbian, 
Slovenian, Montencgren, and 
Bosnian Republics of modern day 
Yugoslavia. Our goals arc as we 
have mentioned before, only to 
promote a cultural awareness and 
appreciation of our heritage as 
well as to bring Slavs and non- 
Slavs together in social gatherings. 
Our programs include folk dances 
from all regions of Yugoslavia as 
well as slide and movie present¬ 
ations, history lectures,folk sinn¬ 
ing, language instruction, and other 
various cultural activities. Won't 
you please join us? Mail your 
check for a family membership 
$10.00 yrly.) or an individual 
embership ($5.00 yrly.) or 
Associate (non-working member) 
($15.00 yrly.). 

We can guarantee that you 1 il 
be glad you joined. 

For your convenience we have 
included several application forms 
which you may fill out and clip 
sending along with your check for 
same to Ron Hill, P.O.Box 226, Wats. 

**************** * * * * * * * * V * * * * * * * * * a- 


APPLICATION FO R t'■ 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

PHONE: 


« 


SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: 

SSOCIATE: _ 

INTERESTS: 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: 


FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: 


INTERESTS: 


************ * ********************** 


No, T do not wish to ioin at 
this time but 1 would like to con¬ 
tinue recen vj no your newsletter - 
I enclose $5.00 Tor a .1 year sub¬ 
script ion, 

NA PE: 


ADDRF\-S : 



i 




































